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C h i l d L i f e



FridayFriday  
I n t en s i ve :  3 :00pm-5 :00pm

7 :00am-8 :00am:  Exh ib i t  Ha l l  &  Pop  Up  Shop  Open
8 :00am-8 :30am: We l come  Addre s s

September 12thSeptember 12th

SaturdaySaturday
September 13thSeptember 13th

Mov ing  f rom Trauma- I n fo r med  t o  Trauma-Respons i ve :  
Sow ing  t he  So i l  w i t h  Seeds  f o r  Change
The  t ran s i t i on  f rom a  “ t rauma - i n fo rmed"  t o  a  
“ t rauma - re spons i ve” s y s t em  i n vo l ve s  p lan t i ng  many  
seeds  f o r  cu l t u re  change  and  f o s t e r i ng  connec t i on s  f rom
the  g round  up .  (Ca ra  Ca lde ron ,  CCLS ,  N i co l e  J ohn son  CCLS )  (Doma in  I ,  Ta s k  I
E t h i c s ,  Doma in  I  P ro f e s s i ona l  Re spons ib i l i t y ,  Doma in  I I I  I n t e r ven t i on )

Too l s  o f  t he  T rade :  A  Workshop  f o r  Asp i r i ng  Ch i l d  L i f e  S t uden t s
Too l s  o f  t he  Trade  i s  an  i n t e rac t i v e  wo rk shop  gu id i ng  a sp i r i ng  Ch i l d  L i f e
Spec ia l i s t s  t h rough  t a i l o red  b reakou t  g roups  on  p re - i n t e r n sh ip ,  i n t e r n sh ip ,  and
job  read ine s s ,  w i t h  pee r  re f l e c t i on ,  mock  i n t e r v i ews ,  and  expe r t  Q&A.  ( J enna
Read ,  MS ,  CCLS ,  Su san  S imon ian ,  PhD,  ABPP,  Dan ie la  Oropeza ,  CCLS )

Ne twork ing  Soc ia l :  5 :30pm-7 :30pm 
Welcome  t o  Speed  Da t i ng ,  Ch i l d  L i f e  ed i t i on :  Come  ready  t o  ge t  t o  know o t he r

peop l e  i n  ou r  Ch i l d  L i f e  Commun i t y !  

Crea t i ng  t he  Ped ia t r i c  S i c k l e  Ce l l  Ch i l d  L i f e  and  Trans i t i on  P rog ram:
A  Mode l  f o r  Expans i on  o f  Se r v i ce s  
Exp lo re  t he  bu i l d i ng  b lock s  o f  p rog ram deve lopmen t ,  f i l l i ng  se r v i ce  gaps  and
expans ion  t h rough  t he  l en s  o f  t he  Ped ia t r i c  S i c k l e  Ce l l  Ch i l d  L i f e  and  Tran s i t i on
Prog ram.  (Gaby  S t e r n ,  MS ,  CCLS ,  Gre t chen  Green l ee ,  MS ,  CCLS )  (Doma in  I
P ro f e s s i ona l  Re spons ib i l i t y )  



From I n t e r n sh ip s  t o  Impac t :  E s s en t i a l  I n s i gh t s  f o r  Th r i v i ng  i n
t he  Ch i l d  L i f e  P ro f e s s i on  
Th i s  pane l  o f  expe r i enced  ch i l d  l i f e  p ro f e s s i ona l s  w i l l  gu ide  s t uden t s
t h rough  i n t e r n sh ip  KSAs  and  sha re  key  s t ra t eg i e s  f o r  nav iga t i ng
c l i n i ca l  cha l l enges  and  t h r i v i ng  i n  t he  f i e l d .  ( J enna  Read ,  MS ,  CCLS ,
Su san  S imon ian ,  PhD,  ABPP,  Dan ie la  Oropeza ,  CCLS )  (Doma in  I
P ro f e s s i ona l  Re spons ib i l i t y )

The  Language  o f  Suppor t i v e  Ca re :  (Un ) Lea r n i ng  How to
E s tab l i s h  (M i s ) Tru s t  W i t h  t he  Words  we  Say  and  Wr i t e  
Words  can  have  p ro found  impac t s  on  emo t i ona l  sa f e t y .  The
e f f i cac iou s  u se  o f  l anguage  fac i l i t a t e s  t r u s t i ng  re l a t i on sh ip s ;
t he  m i su se  o f  l anguage  con t r i bu t e s  t o  a  ha rm fu l  env i ronmen t .
N i co l e  J ohn son ,  CCLS ,  CTRP-C ,  CPMT,  C IMT,  Ca ra  Ca lde ron ,
CCLS  (Doma in  I ,  Ta s k  I  E t h i c s ,  Doma in  I  P ro f e s s i ona l
Re spons ib i l i t y ,  Doma in  I I I  I n t e r ven t i on )

Paws i t i v e  Pa r t ne r sh ip s :  Fa c i l i t y  Dogs  and  Ch i l d  L i f e
Spec ia l i s t s  i n  Ped ia t r i c  Su rge r y
Th i s  p re sen ta t i on  d i s cu s se s  how a  f l oa t  f ac i l i t y  dog  hand l e r
mode l  f o s t e r s  co l l abo ra t i on  be tween  fac i l i t y  dogs  and  ch i l d  l i f e
spec ia l i s t s  t o  enhance  ped ia t r i c  s u rg i ca l  expe r i ence s .  ( Em i l y
B rad l ey ,  MA,  CCLS )  (Doma in  I I I  I n t e r ven t i on )

Honor i ng  Eve r y  Momen t :  Re f l e c t i on s  f rom Ped ia t r i c  Pa l l i a t i v e  Ca re
A compas s iona t e  d ia l ogue  exp lo r i ng  t he  emo t i ona l ,  e t h i ca l ,  and  c l i n i ca l
d imens ion s  o f  ped ia t r i c  pa l l i a t i v e  ca re ,  hono r i ng  t he  vo i ce s  o f  ch i l d ren ,
fam i l i e s  and  ca re  t eams .  ( J e s s i e  Be tancou r t ,  CCLS ,  Owa i s sa  Vande rbe rg ,  LMHC,
LMFT,  CT,  NCC,  Ben t l e y  S t ewar t ,  M.D i v. ,  Pa l l i a t i v e  Ca re  Prov ide r )  (Doma in  I ,
Ta s k  I  E t h i c s ,  Doma in  I  P ro f e s s i ona l  Re spons ib i l i t y ,  Doma in  I I I  I n t e r ven t i on )

9 :45am-10 :45  am: Concu r ren t  Se s s i on  #1  ( 1  PDU )

11 :00am-12 :30pm: Concu r ren t  Se s s i on  #2  ( 1 .5  PDU )

J o rdan  Thomas ,  f ounde r  o f  t he  J o rdan  Thomas  Founda t i on ,  s ha re s ,  “ The  g i f t  t ha t
ha s  been  f ound  t h rough  l o s s .  By  f ac i ng  adve r s i t y  and  cha l l enges ,  I ’ v e  f ound  my
pu rpose  and  wha t  I ’m  mean t  t o  do  on  t h i s  ea r t h .”

8 :30am-9 :30am: Open ing  Keyno t e  ( 1  PDU )



12 :30pm-1 :30pm: Lunch  and  Pos t e r  Se s s i on s  ( 4  PDU )

A Co l l abo ra t i v e  C l i n i ca l  Mode l  f o r  Ped ia t r i c  Bu r n  Ca re :  I n t eg ra t i ng
Ch i l d  L i f e  and  Mus i c  The rapy

Th i s  po s t e r  w i l l  exp lo re  e f f e c t i v e  i n t e rd i s c ip l i na r y  co l l abo ra t i on  and  co -
t rea t i ng  be tween  ch i l d  l i f e  spec ia l i s t s  and  mus i c  t he rap i s t s  i n  ped ia t r i c  bu r n
ca re .  ( Ba rba ra  Nunez ,  MS ,  CCLS ,  S t ephan ie  Eps t e i n ,  MM,  MT-BC ,  N ICU -MT )
(Doma in  I I  A s se s smen t  Doma in  I I I  I n t e r ven t i on )

Th i s  s t udy  a t  t he  Co l l ege  o f  Cha r l e s t on  exam ine s  how two  t ype s  o f
i n f o rma t i ona l  v i deos  a f f e c t  unde rg radua te  awarenes s  and  i n t e re s t  i n  ch i l d
l i f e  ca ree r s .  ( J o rdyn  F i s he r,  B rooke  Bogachunas  and  O l i v i a  K i l t on )  (Doma in  I
P ro f e s s i ona l  Re spons ib i l i t y )

Th i s  po s t e r  p re sen t s  t he  componen t s  and
c l i n i ca l  imp l i ca t i on s  o f  app l y i ng  ch i l d  l i f e
t heo r y  t o  t he  imp lemen ta t i on  o f  exp re s s i ve
ac t i v i t i e s  f o r  ch ron i ca l l y  i l l  pa t i en t s  w i t h i n  an
i n - ho sp i t a l  camp  se t t i ng .  (Aya  Sha rp ,  Ka i t l yn
Jackson ,  Ca i t l i n  Tun s t i l l ,  Ab iga i l  A l tman )
(Doma in  I I I  I n t e r ven t i on )

The  Qua l i t y  Improvemen t  Jou r ney :  E v idenced -Based  Too l s  f o r  Be t t e r
Ou t comes :  

Th i s  po s t e r  i n t roduce s  a  p rac t i ca l ,  re sea rch -based  CQI  f ramework  t o  imp rove
ch i l d  l i f e  s e r v i ce s  t h rough  t eam engagemen t ,  da ta  co l l e c t i on ,  i n c l u s i ve
p rac t i ce s ,  and  ac t i onab l e  t oo l s .  (C la i re  K imbe r l y  Ph .  D,  CF LE )  (Doma in  I
P ro f e s s i ona l  Re spons ib i l i t y )

I n c reas i ng  Unde rg radua t e  S t uden t
I n t e re s t  i n  t he  F i e l d  o f  Ch i l d  L i f e  w i t h
V ideos  o f  Ch i l d  L i f e  P ro f e s s i ona l s

Imp l emen ta t i on  o f  Exp re s s i ve  Ac t i v i t i e s  Th rough  a
Ch i l d  L i f e  Len s  f o r  I n -Hosp i t a l  Camp  Prog ramming



Th i s  s e s s i on  exp lo re s  how ch i l d  l i f e  spec ia l i s t s  can  i n t eg ra t e  t he  Zones  o f
Regu la t i on  f ramework  t o  enhance  emo t i ona l  s e l f - regu la t i on ,  imp rove  we l l -
be i ng ,  and  suppo r t  soc ia l - emo t i ona l  l ea r n i ng  i n  va r i ou s  s e t t i ng s .  ( Tay lo r
Pa r k s ,  MA,  CCLS ,  I T FC )  (Doma in  I I  A s se s smen t ,  Doma in  I I I  I n t e r ven t i on )

“No  L imb - i t s ” -  Deve lop ing  a  Comprehens i ve  Ch i l d  L i f e  Sa r coma
Prog ram Ac ro s s  a  La rge  Ch i l d ren ’s  Hosp i t a l

An i n - dep t h  exp lo ra t i on  o f  3  i nd i v idua l  ca se s
t ha t  Se l f  De t e rm ina t i on  Theo re t i ca l  f ramework
to  gu ide  Ch i l d  L i f e  i n t e r ven t i on s  du r i ng  ha i r
l o s s  ch ron i c  ped ia t r i c  onco logy  pa t i en t s .
(Mad ie  Moore ,  MS ,  CCLS ,  A l ex  F igu re i ra s  B .A .
and  Mike  Van  den  Abbee l )  (Doma in  I I I
I n t e r ven t i on )

From Hosp i t a l  t o  Home : Enhanc i ng  Ped ia t r i c  Med i ca t i on  Comp l i ance
w i t h  Ch i l d  L i f e  I nnova t i on

An i nnova t i v e  t oo l  s uppo r t i ng  ch i l d ren ’s  med i ca t i on  adhe rence ,  o f f e r i ng  t i p s
and  s t ra t eg i e s  t o  empower  pa ren t s  i n  imp rov i ng  comp l iance  a t  home  and  i n
hosp i t a l  s e t t i ng s .  ( E l i zabe t h  F i t zg ibbons ,  BS ,CCLS ,  Gr i s e l l  Can iza l e s ,  MS ,
CCLS ,  A l y s sa  Lend i c ,  MS ,  CCLS ,  Me lan i e  Orama,  MS ,  CCLS )  (Doma in  I I I
I n t e r ven t i on )

3 :15pm-4 :15pm: Concu r ren t  Se s s i on  #4  ( 1  PDU )

Ut i l i z i ng  Se l f -De t e r m ina t i on  Theo r y  t o
Op t im i ze  Emo t i ona l  Regu la t i on  Du r i ng
Psy cho log i ca l l y  Cha l l eng ing  Momen t s
w i t h  Ch ron i c  Ped ia t r i c  Onco logy  Pa t i en t s  

CLS ’s  on  sepa ra t e  campuse s  d i s cu s s  co l l abo ra t i on  i n vo l ved  t o  deve lop  robus t
p rog ramming  f o r  pa t i en t s  and  fam i l i e s  a f f e c t ed  by  sa rcoma cance r -  f rom
cop ing  t o  ampu ta t i on  and  beyond .
(M iche l l e  Pre s t on ,  CCLS ,  K r i s t en  Ho l s t en )  (Doma in  I I  A s se s smen t ,  Doma in  I I I
I n t e r ven t i on )

1 :30PM-3 :00pm: Concu r ren t  Se s s i on  #3  ( 1 .5  PDU )

Empower i ng  Emo t i ona l  Regu la t i on :  I n t eg ra t i ng  t he  Zones  o f
Regu la t i on  F ramework  i n t o  Ch i l d  L i f e  P ra c t i ce



6 -8 :00pm: Soc ia l  E ven t

I t ’s  go i ng  t o  be  a  mag i ca l  n igh t !  J o i n  u s  f o r  f un ,  games ,  pho to
ops  and  danc i ng !  D i sney  co s t umes  a re  op t i ona l ,  bu t  encou raged !  

The  Cha r m ing  Power  o f  P l ay :  bu i l d i ng  Connec t i on s  Th rough  Ch i l d  L i f e
and  Nur s i ng  Co l l abo ra t i on  
Lea r n  abou t  a  p lay -based  cha rm - t rad ing  p i l o t  p rog ram t ha t  empower s  ped ia t r i c
pa t i en t s  t o  cope ,  connec t ,  and  no rma l i ze  t he  ho sp i t a l  expe r i ence  t h rough
joy f u l ,  mean ing f u l  i n t e rac t i on s  w i t h  med i ca l  s t a f f .  ( B r i an  Bu r kha rd t ,  G r i s e l l
Can iza l e s ,  MS ,  CCLS )  (Doma in  I  P ro f e s s i ona l  Re spons ib i l i t y ,  Doma in  I I I
I n t e r ven t i on )

Pa t i en t  and  Fam i l y  Cen t e red  Ca re :  Suppor t i ng  t he  Au t i s t i c  Adu l t
Pa t i en t
I t  i s  no t  uncommon  fo r  ch i l d  l i f e  p ro f e s s i ona l s  t o  f i nd  t hemse l ve s  con tac t ed  t o
suppo r t  t he  au t i s t i c  adu l t  pa t i en t .  Th i s  p re sen ta t i on  w i l l  exp lo re  ways  t ha t  we
can  be t t e r  s uppo r t  t he  needs  o f  t h i s  pa t i en t  popu la t i on .  ( J enn i f e r  F i e t en ,  MA,
CCLS , )  Doma in  I ,  Ta s k  I  E t h i c s ,  Doma in  I  P ro f e s s i ona l  Re spons ib i l i t y ,  Doma in  I I
A s se s smen t ,  Doma in  I I I  I n t e r ven t i on )

4 :30pm-5 :30pm: Concu r ren t  Se s s i on  #5  ( 1  PDU )

SundaySunday
September 14thSeptember 14th

7:00am-8:00am: Exhibit Hall & Pop Up Shop Open
8:00am-8:30am: FACLP Town Hall



9:45am-11:15am: Concurrent Session #6 (1.5 PDU)
Cover, Tug, Belly Rubs: A Tail of Three Hospital Facility Dog Programs
Pa r t i c i pan t s  w i l l  exam ine  t a s k - d r i ven  fac i l i t y  dog  p rog rams  a t  t h ree  d i f f e ren t
ho sp i t a l s ,  d i s cu s s i ng  t he i r  c rea t i on ,  imp l emen ta t i on  and  i n t e r ven t i on s  u sed
w i t h i n  t he  ped ia t r i c  hea l t h ca re  popu la t i on s .  (K imbe r l y  Bu rbage ,  CCLS ,  Leah
Frohne rha t h ,  MS ,  CCLS ,  CE IM,  Hannah  Mur ray ,  CCLS )  (Doma in  I I  A s se s smen t )

Transforming Lives, One Wish at a Time
I n  t h i s  keyno t e  p re sen ta t i on ,  Make -A -Wi sh  i n v i t e s  a t t endees  t o
exp lo re  t he  t ran s fo rma t i ve  power  o f  g ran t i ng  w i she s  t o  ch i l d ren
w i t h  c r i t i ca l  i l l n e s se s .  A  w i sh  o f f e r s  a  ch i l d  t he  j oy  o f
imag ina t i on ,  t he  hope  t ha t  comes  w i t h  an t i c i pa t i on ,  and  t he
s t reng t h  f ound  i n  a  commun i t y  un i t ed  t o  s uppo r t  t he  w i sh  j ou r ney .
Th i s  t a l k  w i l l  s h i ne  a  l i gh t  on  t he  p ro found  impac t  w i she s  have  on
ch i l d ren  and  fam i l i e s ,  wh i l e  a l so  showcas i ng  t he  co l l abo ra t i v e
e f f o r t s  t ha t  b r i ng  t he se  l i f e - chang ing  expe r i ence s  t o  l i f e .

8:30am-9:30am: Closing Keynote (1 PDU)

Where the Magic of Connection Happens: AV1 and the Power of Presence Creating
Moments of Togetherness through Virtual Presence and Psychosocial Care
Exp lo re  how AV1 t e chno logy  c rea t e s  momen t s  o f  t oge t he r ne s s  f o r  ho sp i t a l i zed
ch i l d ren ,  p romo t i ng  p sychosoc ia l  we l l - be i ng  t h rough  v i r t ua l  p re sence  and
Ch i l d  L i f e  i n t e r ven t i on s .  ( Ba rba ra  Nunez ,  MS ,  CCLS ,  Ka t e  Pechacek ,  M.  Ed ,
C& I )   (Doma in  I I  A s se s smen t ,  Doma in  I I I  I n t e r ven t i on )

11:30am-12:30pm: Concurrent Session #7 (1 PDU)
Behind the Vest: The Realities and Rewards of Handling a Facility Dog in Pediatric Care
Th i s  p re sen ta t i on  h igh l i gh t s  t he  da i l y  rea l i t i e s ,  cha l l enges ,  and  p ro found
rewards  o f  wo rk i ng  w i t h  a  f ac i l i t y  dog  t o  s uppo r t  and  enhance  ca re  f o r
ped ia t r i c  pa t i en t s  and  fam i l i e s .  ( Ta l i a  Mor,  CCLS )  (Doma in  I I I  I n t e r ven t i on )

Building the Future: Enhancing Child Life Career Development and Recruitment 
Rec ru i t i ng  Ch i l d  L i f e  Spec ia l i s t s  i s  d i f f i c u l t ,  e spec ia l l y  i n  Sou t h  M iam i ,  due  t o
l im i t ed  l oca l  p rog rams  and  w ide sp read  l ack  o f  awarenes s  abou t  ce r t i f i ca t i on
requ i remen t s  and  ca ree r  pa t hways .  ( E l i zabe t h  F i t zg ibbons ,  BS ,  CCLS ,  A l y s sa
Lend i c ,  MS ,  CCLS ,  Rebecca  P i c ka rd ,  MS ,  CCLS  and  Reg ine  Du re t ,  BS ,  CCLS )
(Doma in  I  P ro f e s s i ona l  Re spons ib i l i t y )



Additional Information
Registration Fees
Early Registration Fees (Before 8/1/2025)
Student Members: $155
Student Non-Member: $205
Professional Member: $205
Professional Non-Member: $235
One Day Saturday: $150
One Day Sunday:  $100
Intensive: $50
Student Intensive: $30

Regular Registration Fees (After 8/2/2025)
Student Members: $185
Student Non-Member: $230
Professional Member: $255
Professional Non-Member: $285
One Day Saturday: $190
One Day Sunday: $165
Intensive: $60
Student Intensive: $40

Full Admission Pricing Includes
(7) Breakout Sessions (8.5 PDUs) 
Opening and Closing Keynotes (2 PDUs) 
Poster Session (4 PDUs)  
Hot Breakfasts (mickey mouse waffles, made-to-order omelets) - Included if Hotel Guest, fee
for non-hotel guests (1)
Hot Lunch Buffet 
Friday Networking Social with Drinks and Appetizers 
Saturday Social Reception with Dinner and Drinks 
Exhibit Hall (List TBD) 
Job Posting Board

Additional Admission Item (Optional)
Intensive (2 PDUs)



President
Allison Rein, BA, CCLS (Orlando Health Winnie & Arnold Palmer Hospital)

President-Elect
Trish Polito, BS, CCLS III (AdventHealth for Children)

Secretary
Julia Miller, MS, CCLS (Joe DiMaggio Children’s Hospital)

Treasurer
Susan Lee, MEd, CCLS (Camp Boggy Creek)

Webmaster
Sarah Mallardi, MS, CCLS (Golisano Children’s Hospital

Development Coordinator
Angie Nunez, MS, CCLS, CPMT (Holtz Children’s Hospital)

Student-Member-At-Large
Daniela Oropeza (St. Joseph’s Children’s Hospital) 

Past-President
Jenna Read, MS, CCLS (University of Central Florida)

Executive Board Members

Planning Committee

Ginell Crespo, MS
Vanessa Barquin-Williams, BS, CCLS, ITDS

Resource Room

Hospitality Committee Marketing and Communications

Sponsorship

Student Programming

Erika Zalecky, MS, CCLS
Stacie Kmetz, BA, CCLS
Natalie Mustari, MS, CCLS

Corey N. Ford, MS, RBT
Nan Whitehead, BS, CCLS III
Kelsey Stephany, MSEd, CCLS III

Kristen Holsten MS, CCLS
Melody Harris CCLS
Shannon Rivers CIMI, CCLS, CLC

Susan Simonian, PhD, ABPP, CCLS & Students



Thank You To Our Sponsors

Fantast SponsorsFantast Sponsors

Treasure SponsorsTreasure Sponsors

Wish SponsorsWish Sponsors

Session SponsorsSession Sponsors

Swag SponsorsSwag Sponsors

Golisano Children’s Hospital of Southwest Florida
Joe DiMaggio Children’s Hospital Foundation

Nicklaus Children’s Hospital
Orlando Health Arnold Palmer Hospital 

Camp Boggy Creek
Make-A-Wish Southern Florida
Make-A-Wish Central & Northern Florida

Holtz Children’s Hospital
University of Central Florida
Medi-Teddy
Oliver Patch Project
No Isolation
Hearts Connected

Holtz Children’s Hospital
Sofia's Hope
Fully Loaded Electronics
TFH Sensory Development Products


