




WORK IN SCHOOL AS A CCLS HOST OF THE CLWL PODCAST DESIGN/SELL SHIRTS

proposed to 17 school districts 

before accepting a position

currently 2 full seasons out-

season 3 happening now (11)

gave out last $1,000 scholarship 

over the summer (12 total)





T H E  C A R D I G A N  

M O V E M E N T





A N D  W H E R E  I T  

A L L  B E G A N -  

C H E E T A H  P R I N T









Fast 

Track 

to 

Burnout

Living

in

Balance

Love for child life

Taking care of yourself

Love for child life

Taking care of yourself



https://www.helpguide.org/articles/stress/burnout-prevention-and-recovery.html




O T H E R  N E E D S

EXERCISE (PHYSICAL)

EXERCISE (MIND)

SOCIAL (PHONE)





C H I L D  L I F E
through education and 

demonstration

I n v i t e  p e o p l e  i n t o . . .





PATIENTS AND FAMILIES

normalization in bereavement in community 

settings
hospitalizations



WITH STAFF - SHOW, DON'T TELL

in schoolunit staff



WITH STAFF - EMPOWER

with tools boosting moralein bereavements



PRACTICUM/INTERN STUDENTS

unique 

responsibilities

creative 

interventions

challenging 

populations







W H A T  D O E S  S U P P O R T  L O O K  L I K E ?

mentoring supervision "inner circle"







Y O U R  " I N N E R  C I R C L E "

Peer - another CCLS multidisciplinary team member Someone outside Child Life







Y O U R  I D E A S
"selling" child life with professionalism and 

support

I n v i t e  p e o p l e  i n t o . . .





W H A T  I D E A S ?



B O R N  T O  S E L L
SUMMER 2014 PRACTICUM EXPERIENCE



F A S T  F O R WA R D  T O  2 0 1 7







T R A I L B L A Z I N G  I N  2 0 2 1







"After speaking with our principal and HS counselor, we've determined that the 
position really needs to be a social worker/counselor position. Though the program 
you discussed sounds great, it's not what we'll need at this time at the school."

"Thank you for your email. At this time we are currently looking for a School Social 
Worker with a MSW."

"Hello, the Certified Child Life Specialist role is not something I foresee adding to 
our school district at this time."

"Thank you for your interest but we have social workers within our system who 
work with our kids."

"In school setting, having the certification required by the Michigan Department of 
Education is something highly valued. Going outside of that is not something I am 
willing to do."

D I S C O U R A G I N G  E M A I L S









R E M E M B E R I N G  H E R  L E G A C Y
10+ child life specialists working in schools received anywhere from $50-$200





I N  T H E  S C H O O L . . .

Motivating suicidal students 
not to self harm at school 

(sticker chart)

Students creating art for hospital
room as encouragement 

before a big surgery

Empowering students to cope 
through their anxiety by 
making sensory bottles

Students making cootie catchers 
to better learn coping techniques 

and engage socially with peers









Middle-High School Certified Child Life Specialist

      childlifewildlife@gmail.com

      Child Life Wild Life Podcast

      www.Childlifewildlife.com

      @thechildlifementor

CONTACT INFORMATION
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